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The person who gave this to you is pretty brave. They stuck their neck out a bit because they believe the message is important and needs to get out there.  It took some courage for my friend to make contact with you and ask you to read my little tract.  I want to be honest with you right up front.  I’m hoping you’ll feel the same and pass it on to the next person.  Don’t worry, I’m not trying to sell you anything, this is not a multi-level marketing ploy, and I’m not running for office.   

My name is Tom Dooley.  You know, like the song “Hang down your head…”  Yeah, I’ve heard it a million times.  I really don’t mind though; it helps people remember my name.  I’m married to the loveliest lady in the land, Melanie.  We have 3 great kids and live in the Dallas area.  I’ve been a deejay on some of the top stations in major markets like New York, Los Angeles, and Philadelphia, among others.  I’m also a “voiceover” guy.  You’ve probably heard me many times on various commercials and documentaries.  Today I host a Christian music/talk show that’s syndicated to about 180 stations.  

I’m also a patriot.  I am a flag-waving lover of my country who still gets goose bumps and tears every time I hear our national anthem.  I’ve always believed that faith in God and love of country goes hand in hand.  Remember, God led the Hebrew people out of bondage in Egypt into a land “flowing with milk and honey.”  In the same way, God led the Pilgrims out of spiritual bondage in Europe to the shores of America where they could live and worship freely.
The dream in the hearts and minds of our founding fathers was that America become “one nation under God.”  They knew that freedom without faith was simply fuel for anarchy. President John Adams was on the committee that helped draft our Declaration of Independence.  He knew what he was talking about when he said, “Our constitution was made only for a moral and religious people.  It is wholly inadequate for the government of any other.”  Today, we are no longer “one nation under God” because our individual lives are not “under God.”  It really is that simple.  The dream is lost because we’re lost.  The pursuit of happiness has turned into a self-centered quest.  The Bible says, “There is none righteous, not even one” (Rom. 3:10).  That’s a fact that should be obvious to any honest, intelligent person who simply takes the time to look around at the landscape of our country.  There are a lot of people who would say they believe in God and love their country yet display no real evidence of genuine commitment to either.  There’s a word for that.  It’s called hypocrisy.  Merely believing something and living out those beliefs are two different things.  The easiest thing in the world is to “talk the talk” and not “walk the walk.”  The so-called “religious experts” of Jesus’ day did that.  Apparently many of us have been doing the same thing. 

The Golden Rule is what made America great because it is what makes individuals great.  When you have a nation full of great people, you have a truly great nation.  Greatness is carried inside you.  It’s a matter of the heart.  It’s about how you think, how you feel on the inside, and the way you think and act toward others.  Greatness is about your core values.  Think of a person you know that you truly admire.  What is it you admire about that person?  It probably has something to do with the content of their good moral character and spiritual life.  Great people live by the Golden Rule.  Since many of us have been taught for so many years to value self above others, many of us are going to have to reprogram ourselves.  Making The Golden Rule our “prime directive” is the key that unlocks the secret of life.  It’s like Indiana Jones finding the Holy Grail.  It’s like finding buried treasure.  I mean if you knew about a piece of land for sale that had a priceless pearl buried there, wouldn’t you sell all you have to buy that piece of land so you could legally own the treasure?  Congratulations!  You have found the treasure.  The Golden Rule is yours for the taking!  So, I want you to take it and begin to put it to use.  Hoarded treasure can’t be enjoyed.  Spend The Golden Rule lavishly, and it will pay you rich dividends.  You might be asking, “Tom, where does The Golden Rule come from?”  

You may be surprised to learn that it originated with Jesus Christ.  He spoke it in a very famous talk he once gave to a crowd of several thousand people on a hillside in Galilee.  It’s widely known as The Sermon On The Mount (Matt. 7:12).

There is an obvious absence of The Golden Rule in many of America’s corporate boardrooms.  Their god is money.  Profits are all that matter.  The collapse of Enron and the shredding of documents by their accounting firm demonstrate a complete disdain for any kind of moral, legal and ethical responsibility.  Individuals in radio, television, movies and the internet constantly promote illicit sex along with the lie that there are no emotional and spiritual consequences.  Their god is lust.  As a result of their influence, we now have over 20 sexually transmitted diseases with 12 million newly infected persons each year.  The latest estimate is that 1 out of 5 Americans is now infected with some kind of viral STD.  Many suffer secretly with no cure.  I have often wondered if the people in media who keep promoting sex outside marriage are from some other planet.  Don’t they realize what they’re doing?  Don’t they have families?  Don’t they understand they are polluting the moral and spiritual climate where their own kids live?  We have also recently learned that the church has been a secret bastion of perverted sexual practices for many years.  Who can keep up with the number of priests and preachers guilty of sexual impropriety? 

Dr. Charles Swenson, in his book, Margin, paints a dark depiction of our decline, “40 years ago our nation’s schoolchildren were being disciplined for talking, chewing gum, making noise, and running in the halls.  Today the biggest discipline problems are rape, robbery, assault, vandalism, & drug abuse (and now murder). 100 years ago we had fresh air and clean lakes.  Today much of our atmosphere is hazardous and our water polluted.  200 years ago we had lush forests and thick prairies.  Today our forests are being threatened by acid rain and our prairies are being flushed down the Mississippi.”  The physical pollution in our land is a reflection of the spiritual condition of our national soul.  Dr. Swenson and I have something in common.  We’re both baby boomers.  Our generation brought with it incredible advances in science, technology, medicine, media, & communications.  But we also brought with us some changes that are not so good like a: 

· 560% INCREASE IN VIOLENT CRIME

· 400% + INCREASE IN ILLEGITIMATE BIRTHS

· 400% INCREASE IN DIVORCE RATES

· 300% INCREASE IN SINGLE PARENT HOMES

· 200% + INCREASE IN TEENAGE SUICIDE RATE

· DROP OF 80 POINTS IN S.A.T. SCORES 

· DRAMATIC INCREASE IN SPOUSE ABUSE

The ones who have paid the biggest price for our selfishness and sin are the children.  We are abusing and killing our kids in record numbers that are off the chart!

I’m one guy who believes that we can change things and get back the dream.  You see, a long time ago the people who began America shared a common yet incredible dream.  A dream that was bigger than any one individual.  It was a fire that burned in every heart.  A dream so wonderful that people felt it was worth fighting for and dying for.  That dream can be summed up in one word: freedom.  Each generation must claim the dream for its own or lose it.  Freedom demands that we take responsibility for it and faithfully deliver it, intact, to the next generation no matter what the cost.  That’s exactly what our grandparents did for us.  NBC’s Tom Brokaw wrote a best-selling book about them, The Greatest Generation.  It’s about those who lived during the World War II era.  They were a rare generation of stalwart individuals who believed in The Bible, loved their country and understood that the price of freedom is paid in blood.  The stories of heroism, courage and sacrifice among the men and women of “the greatest generation” are nothing short of incredible.  Were it not for the unflinching bravery and strong character of those untold thousands of Americans who fought and died for freedom, there is a strong likelihood that you and I would now be living under the worst sort of tyranny. 

Your country does not owe you.  Freedom does not mean “free ride.” As a matter of fact, it actually means just the opposite.  President John Kennedy said it best, “Ask not what your country can do for you but ask what you can do for your country.”  Truer words were never spoken.  An unknown 18th century author wrote, “A democracy cannot exist as a permanent form of government.  It can only exist until the voters discover that they can vote themselves money from the Public Treasury.  From that moment on, the majority always votes for the candidates promising the most benefits from the Public Treasury with the eventual result that the democracy collapses in upon itself.  Historically, this has always been followed by dictatorship.  The average age of the world’s greatest civilizations has been 200 years.  Those nations have progressed through the following sequence:

FROM BONDAGE TO SPIRITUAL FAITH;

FROM SPIRITUAL FAITH TO GREAT COURAGE;

FROM COURAGE TO LIBERTY;

FROM LIBERTY TO ABUNDANCE;

FROM ABUNDANCE TO SELFISHNESS;

FROM SELFISHNESS TO COMPLACENCY;

FROM COMPLACENCY TO APATHY;

FROM APATHY TO DEPENDENCY;

FROM DEPENDENCY BACK INTO BONDAGE.”

Remember the movie “Braveheart?”  Mel Gibson played William Wallace, the hero of the film. Wallace became the great liberator of Scotland during the early 1300’s.  For several hundred years, Scotland had been cruelly tyrannized by England.  King Edward, also known as ”Longshanks” was worse than all the tyrants who went before him.  He murdered the men and raped the women.  Wallace was the first man with the courage to defy Longshanks.  The Scottish nobles who were supposed to protect the people were a slimy bunch of self-seeking cowards concerned only with keeping their own power and wealth--and they got that on the backs of their fellow countrymen who were forced to pay the heavy tax burden imposed by these worthless wimps.  William Wallace rallied the timid and frightened highlanders by telling them basically the same thing Todd Boemer told his friends on that airplane on September 11, “Let’s roll!”  Both men reminded those around them that living in fear is no life at all.  I’m sure Todd Boemer and William Wallace would have been great pals because they both spoke from the same core values when their actions proclaimed, “They may take our lives, but they’ll never take our freedom!” 

One of the greatest Christian Americans I ever knew was Dick Halverson, former Chaplain of the U.S. Senate.  Here’s a quote from his book, No Greater Power, “America’s future, whatever hope our nation has, depends on the people of God being the people of God.  Christians have got to be Christians.  Our failure to heed and obey God portends destruction.  Judgment must begin at the house of God.  As representatives of God’s kingdom in the world our failure, our sin deprives the world and America of the purifying, healing, redeeming influence of righteousness.  We are salt that has lost its saltiness.  Hence, the timeliness of a familiar word from God, “if my people who are called by my name will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways then will I hear from Heaven and will forgive their sins and will heal their land.” (2 Chr. 7:14)

You might be thinking, “Okay, Tom, you’ve got my attention.  Now what do you want me to do?” Okay, here goes.  What I want you to do is to be true to yourself, true to your spouse and kids, true to your friends, true to your country and true to God.  I want you to live your life each day with a pure heart, a clear conscience and a strong faith.  I want you to be brave and always tell the truth, even when it hurts.  (That means you may have to defend someone who can’t defend themselves.)  I want you to live a strong noble life and not be afraid to stand up for what you know in your heart is right even when it costs you something.  I want all your dreams to come true.  Not the selfish, surface ones but the real, deep dreams that not only benefit you but others as well.  I want you to prosper and live with real hope that there is a reason for your being here, that you matter, that you have a bright future—that our country has a future and that it’s a good one.  And finally, I want you to want the same thing for the other person.  What I really want is the return of The Golden Rule:  DO UNTO OTHERS AS YOU WOULD HAVE OTHERS DO UNTO YOU.  That one thing could do more to change the moral and spiritual climate in our country than anything else if we would simply put it into practice 24-7.

So, I invite you to pray along with me:  “Father God, I believe in You. I believe also in your son, Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.  I confess that I am a sinner in need of forgiveness and cleansing.  It’s my heart’s desire to turn away from sin.  So, I invite you, Jesus, to be my personal Lord and Savior.  Lord, I ask you to forgive me of all my sins and empower me, by Your Spirit, to practice Jesus’ Golden Rule.  Create in me a clean heart and renew a right spirit within me.  Cleanse me from all unrighteousness and make me whole according to your will.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.      

 Tom Dooley does a “live” performance of AMERICA’S LOST DREAM along with a giant 3-screen multi-media production.  He travels the country in response to invitations from churches and civic groups.  An 80-min. video of the full production is also available. Call 1-800-343-7378 or go online: www.mastermedia.org 
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